Pastor’'s Corner

By Father Jim

Thank you for your support of our parish the
first six months of our fiscal year(July through
December of 2009). Although our Adult
Budget envelopes was down $5,000 from our
budget our offertory was $7,000 more than
what was budgeted. The Christmas
collection was down about $4,000 from our
budget but our sacramental offerings were
up almost $4,000. We received around
$15,000 in bequests and memorials and
$11,000 in interest which has allowed us to
move $20,000 into savings for the time
being.

If you have not made a Will, | encourage
you to do so. When | made my Will | decided
on having 10 beneficiaries, six of those are
my brothers and sisters while one to receive
10 % is the current parish where | am
assigned when | die. If you have not included
your parish in your Will | encourage you to do
so. Bequests have been wonderful blessings
especially when unexpected expenses arise.
We are presently getting bids to fix the
ceiling in the South center church entrance
and to repair some window sills on the South
side of church.

If any parishioner is planning on going to
Loras College in Dubuque for the Fall as a
new student let me know before April 1 and |
can designate you as the recipient of a $500
parish grant that is renewable while enrolled
at Loras College. The first student to contact
me will receive this award.

The Catholic bishops, in their role as
teachers, have long supported genuine
health care reform but oppose legislation that
includes funding elective abortions. If you
have not contacted your congressional
representatives please do so and let your
views be known. Too many people who are
opposed to abortion never tell their
representatives.

If you would like me to visit your home
please give me a call. If you are going to the
hospital let me know because sometimes
patients are not listed as Catholic at the
hospital and we have no way of knowing that
you are there. If you are going to have
surgery please let me know and | will be
happy to share the Sacrament of the Sick
with you and a special prayer for the success
of your surgery.

Jill Simons — Sixth Grade

My connection with St. Mary’s School actually began way back in the mid 1960’s. At
that time, my family lived in Marshalltown and | was a student there for first, second, and part
of third grade, when we moved to Ohio. It was hard for me to leave in large part because of my
experience at St. Mary’s. | had great experiences and caring teachers. Two | remember are
Sister Cecilia and Mrs. Long. | remember them nurturing my love of reading, and helping us
prepare for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.

As a young adult, I met my future husband, Steve, a Marshalltown native, and that
brought me back to Marshalltown. | had my teaching degree so applied for a position at the
school | had attended and had such great memories of so many years before. Jim Agnew was
the principal at the time and hired me for a third/fourth grade position. Walking the halls and
looking into the classrooms brought back a lot of memories. It felt both like my former school
and my new place of employment.

Between 1985 and 1992 our three daughters, Sarah, Beth, and Courtney were born.
They all attended MACS, of which St. Mary’s is a part, offering grades three through six. It was
a very special experience for me to see my daughters experiencing some of the same things |
had when | was a student at St. Mary’s, yet also growing from the new experiences offered
there. | had the opportunity to be their Social Studies teacher when they were in sixth grade.
Switching from Mom to teacher for a while each day was really different, but | enjoyed it.

So now | continue my long-standing teaching career at MACS/St. Mary's, having
moved to sixth grade in 1992. | was a little concerned about making the move to older
students, having taught at the intermediate level for so long. However, | have found | really like
teaching sixth grade. Sixth graders are very curious and funny. They come to me with a wealth
of knowledge already amassed in previous grades and from experiences with their families.
The sixth grade curriculum offers Reading/Lang. Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Music,
PE, Art, keyboarding, and of course Religion. Nurturing the spiritual along with the academic is
a responsibility and privilege we take very seriously. Religion is not just taught each day for
thirty minutes, it is infused into many parts of our day. Students in sixth grade are altar servers,
sing with Father Miller at the nursing home each month when he does Mass, help plan and
take part in our Thursday morning liturgies, and sing in the school choir. Other highlights of
sixth grade include our winter and spring programs, receiving their personalized Bibles (a gift
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Parish Profile

Maria (Gnvaa

Maria studies the Bible and prepares
the Sunday class for the children. She
enjoys studying with Sister Christine
because Sister helps a lot in different
areas in the Bible. It's a very happy time
and very inspirational. She has had this
opportunity for eight years.

To relax Maria reads the Bible and
listens to Romantic and Christian Music.
For the future of St. Mary, Maria would
like to have St. Mary have more priests
that speak Spanish so we could increase
the number of Masses. She also wishes
the parish would do more for the people
in the community.

| want to give many thanks to Carmen,
who works in the Hispanic Ministry
Office, for her help in preparing this
profile.

Time and Talent Survey Recap
By Shirley Ford

Last year when it was time to plan for the
annual Time & Talent sign-up/renewal, the
Stewardship Committee agreed a new
approach was needed. Although we have
been blessed with numerous people to
assume the various ministry duties that
allow St. Mary to be a vibrant parish, there
are seldom new volunteers on the lists.

It was determined a new Stewardship
Handbook describing opportunities to serve
was necessary. The goal was to make sure
that every person was aware there are
ministries available for individuals as well as
couples and/or families and that the time
commitment could accommodate each
person's availability. The project was
coordinated by Dennis Zmolek. Parish
committees and groups met together and
were asked to write a more detailed
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